Minutes of the Aug. 23, 2009 CCC meeting


In attendance were St. Isidores , Bolingbrook, Joliet 1, Joliet 2, Western Dupage, and Lisle/Nap./Woodridge.  Absent were NewLenox/Kankakee and Plainfield.  Mark and Sue Bonucchi (Execs) were in attendance as well.



Attendance at Community meetings last month was reviewed:
Community

#couples . April/May.

#couples June-Aug..
# new couples lately
Eastern Dupage

6



5



0
L/N/W



5



8



1

Bolingbrook


5



5



1
Joliet 1



6  



5



2
Joliet 2



10 



6



0
New Lenox/Kankakee

5



?



0
Plainfield


?



?



?
Western Dupage

3



5



1
St. Isidores


9.5



11



2
PRESENTATION

Phil and Cathy gave an informal presentation on our strongest memories.  The 10/10 question was to first list several of your strongest memories and then to answer What is my strongest feeling now (after having listed my strongest memories)?  The sharing question was to share your strongest memory with us and how you felt about it.  A big idea behind it was to get to know each other more deeply  
PICNIC

The picnic will be held Sunday Aug. 30 1-5pm at McCullom Park at 67th and Main in Downers Grove.  Everyone should bring their own meat to grill and a dish to pass.  Grilling materials, plates, plastic ware and napkins will be provided.  Lots of fun for the entire family.  Please email a reminder to your communities.
A REMINDER TO ALSO BRING A CARD TO THANK THE WALTERS FOR THEIR MANY YEARS OF SERVICE AS FINANCIAL COUPLE FOR JOLIET.

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY
     -  The World Marriage Day Dinner Dance may be hosted by New Lenox and Eastern Dupage.  Both have agreed they are willing to do it combined with another community.  Scheus will contact Gaiers to discuss.  Please let us know by the end of August what has been decided.
INVITING .

Mark and Sue would like all Communities to try to line up mass talks in their area since there are now 3 or 4 couples with new mass talks that have been workshopped.  Please try to line one up this quarter.

 If you have a couple who would like to workshop a mass talk, please contact Tamez’s at TinyLT@aol.com 
· St. Isidores is planning a Wine & Dine Sept. 19
· Bolingbrook to host the Sweetest Day event once again as an inviting event on Sat. Oct 17.  This is an inviting event.  Invite some to come with you.  See website for more info
· Joliet 1 is working on mass talks in 2 parishes, maybe in Sept. TBD

· Bolingbrook – Mass talks at St. Francis/Bolingbrook Sept. 26-27, Sat. 5:00, Sun. 8:15, 10:00, 11:45am  HELPERS NEEDED AT ALL MASSES
· Mass talks at St. Anne’s in Oswego Oct. 24-25.  Helpers needed at all masses
Please report your upcoming Inviting Events to us
INVITING CONTINUED:

It was suggested that all communities should have a couple dedicated to planning and setting up inviting events.  If you cannot get a couple to step up to the full position, as if a couple is willing to try to get one inviting event organized: one mass talk, one wine and dine, etc.

INVITING PILLAR NEEDED

Joliet is still in need of an Inviting Pillar.  If you can think of someone to nominate, please contact us, or Bonucchi’s.  Responsibilities are to attend one Section meeting per year and encourage and help with Inviting events in the Area Communities.  Generally the responsibilities are to encourage the activity.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT IN THE PARISHES
The Bonucchi’s have the rights to publicly show the FIREPROOF movie for one year.  There is also a Marriage Enrichment program tied to the movie that comes with a DVD of clips from the film and a workbook for a six week, or six session program.  There is group sharing with this program.  Events take about 90 minutes each.  Materials can be purchased at Christian Book Distributors on line at www.Christianbook.com .  There is a Leaders Kit and Participant guides.  The movie can be borrowed from the Bonucchi’s for public viewing.  Cost is about $16 per couple for 2 books (one each)
We should try to show this movie as often as possible until the rights are up in the spring of 2010.
NEW COMMUNITY COORDINATOR HANDBOOK (OR CIRCLE LEADERS HANDBOOK)

We reviewed the brand new handbook, which can be seen online at ERL/Community/Circles/CP3003.doc

It is good to review it briefly to make sure that we are all sticking to the mission of ME and the same program.  Of note are pages devoted to doing presentations.  They might be shared with those a little nervous about making a presentation to encourage them to try it.

NEW PRAYER COUPLE COORDINATOR HANDBOOK

Intended for Community prayer couples, this handbook has materials they can use to instruct new prayer couples on what to do.  Also of note are pages that outline a special Enrichment evening that could be used to form prayer couples in a community.  Prayer couples are the very best way to get new couples into the community.  The prayer couples might need to have formation and education in this area.  Check out the materials in the new handbook.  Also there: a commissioning ceremony for prayer couples.  See it on ERL/Community/Prayer Couple/CP4006.doc
- Also we noted that it is good to recognize prayer couples in a special way at the meeting when they take on the ministry to pray for a couple
GOOD IDEA

A good idea was shared that they used to go out as a group to serenade a couple who’s anniversary it was.

OTHER TOPICS RELATED TO GETTING NEW COUPLES INTO COMMUNITY

Other ideas about getting new couples to come to community:

· Have all members of the community send support letters to the weekend.  These can also be brought by the prayer couple when they go to greet on Sunday

· It was noted that names of couples from your area can be viewed as soon as couples register on A Lifetime of Love website – info on how to do this is below

· Create a Community Invitation (sample copy in new handbook) Use a current community photo

· It is recommended that all prayer couples from the community gather your new couples together in the same corner of the room when you greet them so that they can meet other members from the community at the same time

GETTING COUPLES TO STAY IN COMMUNITY ONCE THEY TRY IT

Some ideas about getting couples to stay:

· Some couples who fall away from dialogue might begin to think they are not good enough, or don’t belong.  They might need some encouragement to know that it is OK to come and dialogue one time this month

· Market your meetings: who is presenting, maybe share the topic if you know, offer something special at times, ie: pot luck, make it sound interesting
USING A LIFETIME OF LOVE SITE

All Community coordinators are able to get authorization to view the weekend lists on alifetimeoflove.org.  Here are the directions to do this:

Go to www.alifetimeoflove.org and go to the bottom of the page and click admin.  You will be asked to setup a username and password of your choice.  Once you submit this, you will receive an e-mail from the webmaster to let you know you are authorized to use the site.  

Once you are authorized, you can go to the webpage, click on admin, log in with the username and passcode you set up, and then you will see all the WWME weekends listed.  Go to the bottom of the page and click Next in order to get to the second page where the current 2009 weekends are listed.  Once you find the desired weekend, click Applicants.

The list of couples registered for the weekend will appear.

When you are viewing the list, look at WWME Area (Joliet, Chicago or Rockford) and then Zone (for Chicago or Rockford), which is the community for Joliet.

If you view a couple from a particular zone or community and need more info on them, for example their city or parish, you can click on the magnifying glass.  Please keep in mind all the registration information is to be used only by Community Coordinators  and Prayer Couple Coordinators, and is for WWME weekend purposes only.

We hope you find this useful.  We know the site has lots of information and looks overwhelming, but the more you use it, the more familiar and easier it gets!  We'd love to hear if you go on the site and get authorized to use it!

ANNIVERSARY MASS

The Joliet Diocese Anniversary Mass will be Sunday, Sept. 27th at 2:00pm.  Most likely they will want helpers there around noon to go over what needs to be done.  Helpers needed to lector, be Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and greet couples coming in the door with corsages, as well as run certificates around for the Bishop and help at the reception.  Contact Mark and Sue Bonucchi if you are able to help.
WORLD PRIEST DAY
Sunday, Oct. 25 is World Priest Day.  A card template is on the website to print off your own cards for the priests in your parishes.  Please do something to honor the priests from your community area.  More idease on wpd.wwme.org  which is linked from the website.
- Also Mark and Sue are looking for a couple who would take on the job of planning some more organized activities for World Priest Day, such as putting together gift bags, etc, for the priests, at least for 2010.  If they would like to for 2009, that would be great, but at least for 2010 they could get started early enough to have us help put something together at the CCC meeting or picnic.  Please ask your community members if anyone would be interested in this joy job.


















2010 WEEKEND DATES

The new 2010 dates : Feb. 19-21, April 16-18, June 4-6, Sept. 10-12, Oct. 22-24, Dec. 3-5





2010 CALENDARS
A new procedure for the distribution of calendars was discussed.  Calendars are available to coordinators on a pre-payment basis.  You may pre-purchase the calendars and sell them to community members for $10 each.  The same is true for candle stickers (sold 4 for $1).  These items will also be sold at the Weekend greetoffs as well as other Area special events (such as the picnic and the Combined meeting). 
COMBINED COMMUNITY MEETING

Speaking of the Combined Community meeting, the next Combined meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan. 31, possibly at St. Isidores.  St. Isidores to let us know.

NEW BROCHURE UNVEILED

The new brochure was unveiled.  This is a special use brochure to be used more for secular events.  They are expensive to use enmass, as we do the trifolds.  The old trifolds will continue to be used, however a new trifold is in production to update it.

NORTH AMERICAN CONVENTION June 25-27, Atlantic City, NJ


We have encouraged Community Coordinators to attend the convention and encourage their members to attend.  It is a very valuable tool to build intimacy among members and re-invigorate your community.  Coordinators should be good role models and sign up early!.There is a train that goes right into the building that is hosting the convention.  Perhaps we can get a “Love Train” going for a group to travel together.  There are a lot of things to see along the Atlantic Seaboard, as well as Philadelphia.  Day care will be available on a very limited basis.  Those interested should sign up asap.  Very few things can inspire couples to the mission of WWME than a convention.  This is a special event that all should try to attend.

STELLAR COMMUNITY NOMINATIONS:

Please nominate your Community as a Stellar Community – see below

COMMUNITY PHOTO

Please send us a photo of your community to post on the website if we don’t have one already.

NEXT CCC MEETING

The next CCC meeting will be held on Sunday, Nov. 22 at St. Daniel’s, Wheaton

Check the website www.wwmejoliet.org for answers to all your WWME questions 
including a calendar of events
The great community search continues…..
[image: image1.emf] 

[image: image2.wmf] In the past few months we have featured stellar WWME communities from across the USA in eMatrimony.  The articles were so inspiring, we have decided to continue our search and select more outstanding communities to recognize.  If you have a community (either an area community or a sharing group community) that you believe exemplifies the qualities below,  please nominate them in a one or two page article highlighting the strengths of the group. Include examples of recent activities,   the name of a contact couple, and an email address where they can be reached. The article should include pictures from community events and should be submitted to Jose & Marilyn Garcia, jegarcia@austin.rr.com. The winning groups will be featured in eMatrimony and will receive a special commendation from our national executive team.  The purpose of this search is both to affirm great communities, and to identify sources of inspiration and guidance for struggling communities.
Qualities

An exemplary community exhibits a spirit of joy and interdependence.

The members are passionate about the mission and about living the WWME lifestyle.

The community supports the Weekend and has a plan for Inviting in their area.

There are many strong and inspirational leaders.

There is a structure to the community with regular communication between the parts.

Hurts and disagreements are handled in an atmosphere of risk and trust.

The organization provides for follow-up after the Weekend including yearly enrichments.

There is a family-friendly atmosphere with some events planned to include children.

The community is committed to the Church.

The community should have sharing groups that:



Are committed to dialogue



Support the Weekend



Actively invite couples, priests and religious to the Weekends and Experiences



Have excited and dedicated prayer couples



Are open to receiving new members 



Actively welcome couples, priests and religious to their group



Support the parishes in their area



Have regular meetings with presentation, dialog and sharing



Are open to accepting leadership responsibilities 

Regularly re-evaluate to accommodate members

Are open to receiving formation on the values and the mission of WWME

            Are FAMIS:
Have Fun  

Are Accountable to one another 

Embrace the Mission  

Foster Intimacy by supporting dialogue and sharing of feelings

Include Spirituality & prayer in each meeting













WWME Mission Statement

Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s Mission of renewal in the church and change in the world is to assist couples and priests to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by providing them with a Catholic “experience” and ongoing community support for such a lifestyle.
	
Community Mission Statement 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Community’s mission is to support and encourage encountered couples and priests to live fully intimate, responsible relationships and assisting the Worldwide Marriage Encounter movement in renewal in the Church and change in the world. Community is a monthly gathering that provides support of sacramental spirituality through presentations, dialogue, prayer, journeying with others with similar values and reevaluation. Community provides enthusiastic support for the Weekend by being focused on the values and purpose of Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Through Community we hear and act on the final instruction: “Go forth to Love & Serve”


















