Minutes of the Jan. 31, 2010 CCC meeting


In attendance were St. Isidores , Bolingbrook, Joliet 1, Joliet 2, Western Dupage, Eastern Dupage, Lisle/Nap./Woodridge, NewLenox/Kankakee, and Plainfield (represented by the Withrows – Prayer Couple Coordinators) .  All Communities were represented!  Also in attendance were the Area Execs and the Joliet Supply couple; Rick and Mary Siebert.



Attendance at Community meetings last month was reviewed: 
Community

#couples . Dec.

#couples June-Aug..
# new couples lately
Eastern Dupage

5



5



0
L/N/W



14



8



0

Bolingbrook


4



5



0
Joliet 1



8  



5



0
Joliet 2



6 



6



0
New Lenox/Kankakee

8



?



0
Plainfield


5



?



0
Western Dupage

7



5



0
St. Isidores


19



11



2
PRESENTATION
Phil and Cathy gave a presentation called “Walking on Water”.  The dialogue question was “We are all called to walk on water.  HDIFAT?”  The sharing question was “Name a time when you answered the call to get out of the boat.  What was the result of answering the call?  HDYTAT?”  Your homework dialogue question is “Who do you know that needs encouragement to climb out of the boat?  How can you encourage them?  And HDYFAT?”  

FEEDBACK ON THE COMBINED MEETING:

The presentation and discussion was very good.  Attendance was about 28 couples, which we were happy with.  Some ideas to encourage better attendance next time:

· have it in a more central location

· keep the date consistent

· have a raffle, perhaps based upon the community with the greatest % attendance

· have it from 1 to 4 or 2 to 5 instead of 1 to 5

· offer babysitting

The list of ideas from the sharing at the Combined Meeting:  the Sharing Q was “what can we do to make the ministry of P.C. stronger in our area?

· have a commissioning ceremony for P.C.s to convey the special nature of being a P.C.
· post the reunion date earlier

· go on another Weekend (if it’s been a long time) to renew your passion

· write the letter as a couple

· the husband should do follow up as well as the wife

· contact the couple on their one month, one year and/or 10 year anniversaries of the WE

· send a photo of the community

· sign up in advance to be P.C.s for a specific WE

· have a positive attitude about being a P.C.

· start praying as soon as you get their name (don’t wait for the WE to start)

· be positively persistent about calling them to community

· invite the couple to fun activities as well as the meetings

· mentor the new couples to be P.C.s (perhaps do it with them the first time)

· ask how their dialogue is going

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY
The World Marriage Day Dinner Dance is being hosted by Eastern Dupage and New Lenox/Kankakee in 2010.  It will be held Sat., Feb. 13th from 6 – 11pm at the Seven Bridges Golf Club, One Mulligan Dr., Woodridge, IL .  Cost is $65 per couple with either cash bar or $5 corking fee per bottle of wine that you bring.  Flyer is attached and can be found on the website.

The coordinators shared that they have over 60 couples paid to date.  They will check to see what the maximum capacity of the room is to see when they would have to start a waiting list.
Other World Marriage Day activities are also being promoted.  Some ideas are to 
      
- attend mass as a community and have the group recognized at mass.  
· have the longest married couple at mass recognized at masses

· have a “reception” party after masses to celebrate marriages

· order prayer cards from the USCCB site “Prayer for Married Couples” to distribute at your church.  The Cost is $12 for 100 cards.

· see this website (also linked from the Joliet web site) http://wmd.wwme.org for more ideas
WEEKEND HOSTING

The procedures for Hosting a WE were reviewed.  These procedures can be found on the website under “Weekend Support” and the “Hosting”.

Of particular note some items were:

· When making banners don’t use any seasonal themes and don’t use dates.  This prevents them from being used at a later WE.  All banners should have a ½ inch sleeve sewn into the top and a wooden dowel and yarn hanger attached.  The word “ENJOY” must be incorporated.  Hosting communities should make 30 banners.

· Supplies should be picked up generally Friday between 4 and 5pm but can be picked up as early as Thursday in advance.  Contact the Sieberts to arrange.

· Hosting community members should arrive at the hotel by 5:30 pm Friday to start set up.

· At least one community member should begin to set up the Registration table immediately.  The registration box has an instruction guide inside.  Of particular note, the room numbers from the Hotel’s guest slips need to be transferred to every copy of the WE lists for the team couples and priest.

· Community Coordinators should bring a list of their own.  A reminder; the password is JD(Year)ME .

· If any fees happen to be listed on the Hotel slips, please be sure to cross them out.

· Couples should be discouraged from bringing children to the set up

INVITING .
Please report your upcoming Inviting Events to us
The new Inviting Pillar couple, John and Betty Schuch were introduced.  They have reminded everyone that it is ideal to have a dedicated couple to act as Community Inviting Coordinator.  They asked everyone why they do not.  Consider approaching a couple and encouraging them to “get out of the boat” with you.
John and Betty would like to get around to each of the Communities.  Consider inviting them to come and give a presentation at one of your up coming meetings.  Their contact info is located on the website either under “Administrative Board” or under “Weekend Support” and then “Inviting”

INVITING EVENTS PLANNED:

Western Dupage is going to offer WE info after the Fireproof series being offered at St. Daniel’s in Wheaton

St. Isidores is planning a Wine and Dine event in April

NORTH AMERICAN CONVENTION June 25-27, Atlantic City, NJ

Signed up so far:  Gorski’s, Bonucchi’s, Montgomery’s, and Moser’s.  The Wallace’s and a Tim and Pat from Glen Ellyn are also registered.  

We have encouraged Community Coordinators to attend the convention and encourage their members to attend.  It is a very valuable tool to build intimacy among members and re-invigorate your community.  Coordinators should be good role models and sign up early!  There is a train that goes right into the building that is hosting the convention.  Perhaps we can get a “Love Train” going for a group to travel together.  There are a lot of things to see along the Atlantic Seaboard, as well as Philadelphia.  Day care will be available on a very limited basis.  Those interested should sign up asap.  Very few things can inspire couples to the mission of WWME than a convention.  This is a special event that all should try to attend.

SUMMER PICNIC DATE
It was decided that August 29th is a good date for the picnic.  The Walters will be contacted to reserve the picnic shelter.

50 WAYS A PARISH CAN STRENGTHEN MARRIAGES
A copy of the list compiled by Jim Healy from the Family Life Office was shared with the group.  Many ideas are on the list including many free ideas such as including married couples in the mass petitions

SECTION MEETING MINUTES
Because of the late hour we did not go over much of the information, but a short summary is attached to these minutes.

NEXT CCC MEETING

The next CCC meeting will be held on Sunday, April 25, possibly at St. Joan of Arc, Lisle

Check the website www.wwmejoliet.org for answers to all your WWME questions 
including a calendar of events
Excerpts from the Section 7 Meeting Minutes
LOCAL AREA NEWS:

St. Louis

There are 16 communities currently.  13 in the St. Louis area and 3 in the farther outreach areas.  Average attendance is 5-6.  There have been recent inviting activities with a Romance Dinner, showing of the Fireproof movie and mass talks that a community arranged and completed all on their own without asking for any help (yea!).  The Pillars completed the first part of a Prayer Couple formation talk for the Community Coordinators at one of their monthly Coordinator meetings.  They hope to complete the second part early this first quarter of 2010.  One Parish Enrichment that took place was a program based upon short videos put out by their Archdiocese for the marriage prep program.  The Enrichments took place over 4 dates.  The short videos were played in four segments and a couple gave a presentation and discussion questions were given.  The Pillar is working on putting together a working inventory of all Parish Marriage Enrichment programs available for use by all couples.  We are looking forward to them sharing this with us.  There will be a World Marriage Day Dance on Sat. Feb. 13.  The cost is $20 in advance or $25 at the door.  Couples BYOB and also bring nice appetizers to share (in lieu of a dinner) and a DJ provides entertainment after a mass.  If a couple brings an unencountered couple they get in free!

They are struggling with getting more communities to participate in the Area wide events and meetings.  There are 3 communities they have had no contact with in some time.

Iowa

There are 13 communities with an average attendance of about 6.

The Pillar was able to have the first Community Coordinator meeting in some time (if ever).  7 Communities were represented by either the Coordinator or a representative.  The Kremers gave the presentation and the main topic was that of Inviting.  Recent Inviting activities are: a booth at a Faith Matters Conference, promoting it at a parish enrichment program, and some mass talks took place this weekend.  The Pillar couple worked together with the Area Execs and the Inviting Pillar to develop an Inviting Plan.  As part of that plan the Pillar couple is working through the Community Coordinators to contact all of the parishes in the Area (a daunting task!) to locate a parish rep for each and every parish that would watch to see if bulletin announcements were going in or if there were brochures available in the church.  Also a Romantic Dinner will take place this coming April.  The Pillar couple has used the Fireproof movie along with the Love Dare book as Community presentation and dialogue question materials.

Bellville/Springfield

There are 10 -11 communities currently meeting with an average attendance of about 6.

(The 11th is a Community that previously had been “closed” but might be willing to be more open)  In the past quarter the Pillar contacted 8 communities from the Springfield/Peoria portion of their Area.  None of these Communities had been contacted in a very long time.  Most of them were found to still be meeting, most still doing well.  One in Quincy has not met for a year as the leader had surgery a year ago and the group fell apart.  That Coordinator and another couple are hoping to make calls and get it restarted soon.  The Community from Granite City has not had an active Community for 12 years.  That couple hopes to make another weekend soon and try to get a new Community started.  The Pillar was also able to complete their second goal set at our last meeting of re-starting the Carbondale Community.  Recently 3 new couples made a weekend from that area and along with 3 couples from an old community they were supported first by the Seaborns doing the first meeting presentation and then the Kaisers doing the second monthly [image: image1.emf]

presentation.  For the third meeting one of the Community couples offered to host and present.  We think the Kaisers deserve a GOLD STAR!! for doing such a terrific job and completing their goals so well.  There was an Enrichment for Encountered couples in the Bellville/Springfield Area based on “Waffles and Spaghetti” talks.  

Their biggest struggle right now is getting new couples off the weekend to go to Community.

Chicago/Gary:

There are 7 Communities Currently meeting.  5 in the Chicago Archdiocese and 2 in the Gary Diocese.  

The Pillars are saddened to report that a Community in Indiana has stopped meeting.  They hope to reach out to its past members and the remaining Indiana Communities to see if those remaining members might switch to one of the other Communities or if a new Community might be re-started.  The Pillars are trying to attend a meeting of each of the communities, but have not yet gotten to all of them.  They are working with the Inviting Pillar and Team to contact all of the parishes in the Arch diocese to try to set up mass talks.  That is being met with lukewarm success.  A few parishes have allowed mass talks, but most don’t even return their calls.  The Pillar couple has found out that none of the Communities have an Inviting Box and they intend to help prepare them to be distributed at a future Community Coordinator meeting.

Rockford/Madison/Milwaukee

No Pillar was in attendance, however, through the Execs (the Serpes, former Pillars and continuing to act in both rolls) we have heard that they still meet quarterly with their community Coordinators.  They have very good attendance at these meetings considering the distance.  Usually 9 of the 11 Communities are represented.  They will be meeting next weekend.

The Serpes continue to search for a Community Pillar replacement and are currently mentoring a new couple for the position.

WIDOW/WIDOWERS AND INDIVIDUAL PARTNERS:

We spent some time talking about the particular issues of handling a widow or widower, or even an individual partner when their spouse travels or may be on active duty.  It seems that all of the Areas had some experience with some of these issues.

First, a Community in Joliet has a regularly attending widow that previously had gone to another Area’s meetings after the death of her husband.  After a few months she was asked why she was still coming when she was no longer married.  She then felt uncomfortable and unwanted.  She then sought out and found the community in Bolingbrook (note: the Stellar Community Award Winner from 2008).  And has been attending ever since.  She writes her dialogue as though her husband is still living.  It is unknown whether she trialogues or not.

Chicago/Gary has a Community with a regular attending widow.  She does trialogue or sometimes dialogue with an individual if their spouse is unavailable.  She also acts as prayer couple and helps to host weekends.

St. Louis has a wife of a soldier in Iraq.  She does not feel very comfortable attending the meetings, but the Straubs still encourage her to come by herself.  They have even suggested she dialogue on the question from the meeting with her husband and then they can meet later to share over dinner.  It was suggested that the Straubs keep inviting her.

Bellville/Springfield has a few couples where one spouse frequently travels and the remaining spouse feels uncomfortable to go to community by themselves.  If they can be convinced that it will be OK then there is a greater likelihood that they couple will stick with the lifestyle.

The final analysis is that widows/widowers or individuals should never be discouraged from attending and could make very good prayer couples and support for the Communities.  They should be encouraged to keep coming and support should be offered to them as needed.













WWME Mission Statement

Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s Mission of renewal in the church and change in the world is to assist couples and priests to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by providing them with a Catholic “experience” and ongoing community support for such a lifestyle.
	
Community Mission Statement 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Community’s mission is to support and encourage encountered couples and priests to live fully intimate, responsible relationships and assisting the Worldwide Marriage Encounter movement in renewal in the Church and change in the world. Community is a monthly gathering that provides support of sacramental spirituality through presentations, dialogue, prayer, journeying with others with similar values and reevaluation. Community provides enthusiastic support for the Weekend by being focused on the values and purpose of Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Through Community we hear and act on the final instruction: “Go forth to Love & Serve”


















