Minutes of the June 3, 2007 CCC meeting


The meeting was well attended with New Len./Kan., East. Dupage, Lisle/Nap./Wood., St. Isidore, Bolingbrook 1, Joliet 1 and Joliet 2 and West. Dupage represented.  Absent were NE Dupage, Bolingbrook 2 and Plainfield.  


One item of big importance is the identification of a community, or group of communities, to plan the 2008 WMD Dinner Dance.  St. Isidore’s is considering it.  We will wait for one month to hear from them and then we will begin to ask other areas.  Perhaps areas can combine strength, such as New Lenox/Kankakee and Plainfield together.  It may be more attractive if we all pledge our assistance in setting up for the event.  In any case, we would like to identify a group to host it before our next meeting.


We passed around a sign up sheet for activities at the picnic.  That list is found at the end of the minutes.  Those communities who do not have an activity yet will be contacted in the next couple of weeks to get your activity.  It looks like we could really use some kids’ activities.

We will be holding a combined community meeting on a Saturday in October.  Location and times TBD.


All Communities are being asked to nominate a couple from your community to step up as Supply Couple.  The job description has been emailed out earlier but a copy of the job description can be linked to from the CCC page.  The current Supply Couple is stepping down after the June weekend and Luis and Lisa Tamez will be covering the position until a replacement can be found.  We need your nominations so that Luis and Lisa can contact them to ask for help.  Please submit your nomination with their phone number by June 30 to our email at catski60@sbcglobal.net 

Until further notice we will be required to cover all Chicago Area couples with prayer couples when they attend the weekend in Joliet.  Please respond kindly when asked to supply an extra prayer couple on the weekend for Chicago couples.


Please find out who in your Community has a mass talk written.  Email your list to Luis and Lisa Tamez at your earliest convenience.


We would like you to email us a brief report on your meetings listing the # of couples attending, who presented and the topic of the presentation and any inviting activities that you were planning or other issues that you think are important to share.  Also, if you could email us a photo of your Community for our photo album on the webpage that would be great.  


Our next CCC meeting will be moved to Sun. Sept. 9th due to the conflict with the picnic on the 26th.  Time will be 1:00-4:00.  Location TBD.  

Anyone care to host that meeting?  Please email us by Aug. 26 or we will host it at St. Joan of Arc again.

A compilation of our discussion of the good and poor things that our communities are doing and the good and poor things that the Council is doing follows.


Thank you to all of for attending the meeting and providing wonderful feedback.  It seemed that everyone really got into the discussion and we want to pick it up again at the next meeting.  We hope this is just the beginning of our discussions and support that everyone will get from the council.

Phil will be putting up a bulletin board up on the web page that can be found on the “Already Encountered” page.  We hope that you will check it periodically to enter into dialogue with one another and brainstorm on ideas and questions.  Should be up before the end of June.
Successes and Challenges for our
Communities and our Council

Communities

Some good things that the communities are doing:

-  Supporting one another in the Community

-  Keeping God as the center of our Community focus

-  A number of Communities are organizing 10 Great Dates program in their parish 
& following it with a Wine and Dine inviting activity.

-  Inviting old ME couples back to community (romancing them back)

-  Getting new coordinators (there has been a good turnover of leadership in most

communities recently) Good nomination process developed in a couple of communities.
-  Deep sharings & presentations

Close knit groups make for good, deep sharings, feel comfortable that you won’t be judged when sharing

-  Social events as a community, such as a progressive dinner

-  St. Isidores had a brainstorming session on how better meet the needs of the
Community they came up with a few ideas: changed meeting night, provide babysitting so children with couples can attend, make sure that presentations are more inclusive and not targeted towards just retired couples, challenge each other for 1 on 1 inviting.

-  Showing “coupleness” at community meetings (staying together instead of splitting up)
-  Sign up in advance for being a prayer couple

Some challenges that our Communities need to work on:
-  Low attendance (survey that Joyce’s took showed only 66 couples at that month’s 

Meetings across all communities)
-  Not getting many couples to attend community off weekend
-  Talking more about how community made a difference in their lives to couples on the 

weekend (it was explained that the weekend outlines recently were modified to give specific examples of this)

-  Developing consistent leadership & ability to transition leadership – succession plan

-  Information distribution not always good – needs to be more enthusiastic

The Council

Some Positive things the council has recently done:

-  Having the meeting right after Section meeting

-  New Leadership
-  Good source of info for Coordinators – liaison of info from Section

-  Putting on the picnic – pushing people to get involved and meet others

Some Challenges that the Council needs to work on;

-  Meetings have been too long

-  Council members not very punctual so meetings don’t get started on time

-  Not enough social time at meetings

-  No Dinner Dance in 2007 !!!




Continued…
Potential Goals:
· Try to work more together brainstorming ideas and sharing ideas

· Act like neighbors – we are a small group of 66 couples, let’s get to know one another better and stay close – ie picnic and combined community meeting

· Hear talks on continuing the journey (maybe at combined community meeting)

· Combine efforts with other communities on big projects ie. Dinner Dance

· Bulletin Board for CCC to share ideas

· Council members could attend other community meetings to develop closeness between communities.

The above ideas are to be further explored at subsequent meetings.

Some will already be implemented, such as the picnic, combined meeting and the Bulletin Board.
