Minutes of the May. 3, 2009 CCC meeting


In attendance were St. Isidores , Bolingbrook, Joliet 1, New Lenox/Kankakee, and Lisle/Nap./Woodridge.  Absent were NE Dupage, Joliet 2, Western DuPage and Plainfield.  No other board members were in attendance.




Attendance at Community meetings last month was reviewed:
Community

#couples . Dec/Jan.

#couples Apr/May..
# new couples lately
Eastern Dupage

6



6



0
L/N/W



11



5



1

Bolingbrook


7 + 1 priest


5



0
Joliet 1



5  



6



1
Joliet 2



9 



10



0
New Lenox/Kankakee

5



5



0
Plainfield


7



?



?
Western Dupage

3



3



1
St. Isidores


19



9 1/2



2
PRESENTATION

Phil and Cathy used the attached document on what makes a “great community” as the presentation.  The Dialogue question was: Is our Community FAMIS (as per the document) and HDTMMF?  The sharing question was:  Is our CCC Community FAMIS, or is our Joliet Area FAMIS?  And HDTMMF?  Many Coordinators felt it was a good exercise and want to take it back to their communities to do.  We also recommend that you each write a paper on why your Community is FAMIS and submit it for the Stellar Community Award (details on attached document)
ANNUAL REVIEW
See the Review below

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY
     -  The World Marriage Day Dinner Dance may be hosted by New Lenox and Eastern Dupage.  Both have agreed they are willing to do it combined with another community.  Gaiers will contact Scheus to discuss.  Please let us know by the end of this month what has been decided.
We think that the history of the event has been:
2000 – Bolingbrook 2
2001 - 
Eastern Dupage
2002 – LNW

2003 – NE Dupage at the Carlisle in Lombard
2004 – Plainfield at St. Mary’s
2005 – Western Dupage at St. Daniel’s
2006 – St. Isidores

2007 – NONE

2008 – St. Isidores

2009 – LNW
 We will put together a tentative hosting plan that will rotate hosting communities and see how it is received at the next meeting.
PICNIC
The picnic will be held Sunday Aug. 30 in Downers Grove.  So far Eastern Dupage wants to host Bocci and Western Dupage wants to host Bingo.  Other Communities to get back to us with their activities.  We will be contacting you via email to firm details up in coming months.
INVITING .
   
June 20 – St. Mary’s Mokena is having an 11th Great Date (Wine & Dine) and will probably need help.  Please keep the date open to assist.

Mark and Sue would like all Communities to try to line up mass talks in their area since there are now 3 or 4 couples with new mass talks that have been workshopped.  Please try to line one up this quarter.

 If you have a couple who would like to workshop a mass talk, please contact Tamez’s at TinyLT@aol.com 
· St. Isidores is planning a Wine & Dine in Sept. (exact date to be reported later)

· Bolingbrook to host the Sweetest Day event once again as an inviting event on Sat. Oct 17th
Please report your upcoming Inviting Events to us

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT IN THE PARISHES
Some parishes have completed the 10 Great Dates.  This program is done completely by DVD presentations.  Couples come to see a short 15 – 20 min. DVD segment, read the book & do the worksheets and go on  a date to share their worksheets.  Information and materials can be obtained at the website www.Marriagealive.com Cost is about $10 per couple for the workbook and the cost of the DVD.
We also discussed that the Bonucchi’s have the rights to publicly show the FIREPROOF movie for one year.  There is also a Marriage Enrichment program tied to the movie that comes with a DVD of clips from the film and a workbook for a six week, or six session program.  There is group sharing with this program.  Events take about 90 minutes each.  Materials can be purchased at Christian Book Distributors on line at www.Christianbook.com .  There is a Leaders Kit and Participant guides.  The movie can be borrowed from the Bonucchi’s for public viewing.  Cost is about $16 per couple for 2 books (one each)
Love Never Ends is a “do it yourself” Enrichment program.  This program can be set up to be completed at the parish with sharing, or can be done in “Date Night” format with couples filling out the worksheets at the parish but leaving to share their worksheets on their date.  Books can be purchased from www.talkpoints.com  and outlines for each chapter are found on ERL. (linked from our website)  Cost is about $10 per couple for one book.


















SECTION 6 & 7 CONVENTION 2009

We have encouraged Community Coordinators to attend the convention and encourage their members to attend.  It is a very valuable tool to build intimacy among members and re-invigorate your community.  Coordinators should be good role models and sign up early!.






2009 CALENDARS
Please remember to offer them at each meeting then collect the money and turn it in to our new Financial Couple:  Tom and Mary Leonard (info listed on Administration Board page of the website)or brought to the next CCC meeting.)  Or you can bring the money to our CCC meetings.
NEXT CCC MEETING

The next CCC meeting will be held on Sunday, Aug. 23 at St. Joan of Arc, Lisle  (unless someone else wants to host it)  It will be Dan Montgomery’s B-Day!

Check the website www.wwmejoliet.org for answers to all your WWME questions 
including a calendar of events
JOLIET AREA ANNUAL REVIEW

COMMUNITIES
Successes:
· -  Members support each other with problems such as illness, babysitting, meals when needed, prayer tree et

· -  Consistent with meetings (don’t miss) and take it seriously

· -  More inviting events this year & Marriage Enrichment (Inviting at Enrichments, Sweetest Day, WMD, wine and dines very effective, mass talks)

· -  More couples presenting at meetings and newer couples making presentations.  Many communities have couples sign up to present a year in advance (pass around a sign up sheet for the next year and get it filled in)

· -  Leadership turnover good – both for Coordinator positions, but also more people stepping up to take other roles such as Prayer Couple coordinator, Inviting Coord., Newsletter Coord., Keeper of the List.  Joliet 1 took a page from the Bolingbrook book and the Coordinators split up the job into many parts and “gifted” their community members with the positions.  It has gone very well and we welcome the Mosers as the new Community Coordinators.  We thank the Richard’s for their 17 years of service as Coordinators and will continue to see them in their new role as Community Inviting Coordinators.

· -  Good Idea!  St. Isidore’s Community hosted a World Priest Day Dinner at the parish and invited the priests to a dinner that the Community prepared.  Several rectangular tables were arranged in a large square so that all could sit at one table and share in the meal.

· -  More new couples coming to communities this year

· -  Prayer couples are being covered this year, and seem to be doing a better job of getting couples into community..

· -  
· Challenges:
· -  Retaining couples, especially new couples

· -  Getting younger couples to stay a must

· -  Making sure Prayer couples follow up

· -  Important to communicate with the rest of the Community that there are couples from your area on the weekend and encourage them to write support letters to them.

· -  Good Idea!  Bolingbrook’s Prayer Couple Coordinators bring note cards to the meeting and have members write support letters to couples on the weekend from their area.  This way the get a letter from their Prayer Couple as well as the rest of the Community.

· -  Keeping the “List” of members – should be kept “forever”,  good to have List Managers,  

· -  Have more Inviting Events.  The importance of having a dedicated Inviting Coordinator was discussed.

· -  The challenge of being allowed to do mass talks in the parishes and the discouragement of a request being turned down.

· -  Losing a Community.  Bolingbrook 1 has decided to be a closed community and will no longer be taking new membership.  We will now have only one Bolingbrook community (formerly known as Bolingbrook 2)
· -  The challenge of supporting couples making a weekend outside of our area.  Why are they going elsewhere?  If we had more frequent weekends would they be more likely to go close to home.  Should we have couples in the community sign up to stay open on the weekends outside of our area so they are available to greet if needed?  The challenge of getting prayer couples to go the distance.

· Continued…….
· COMMUNITY COORDINATOR COUNCIL
· Successes:
· -  Lines of communication very good and good Website

· -  Having a Community Pillar position good to bring info down

· -  Consistent meetings

· -  Good sharing of ideas, many ideas shared have been implemented.

· -  Good Inter-Community support with wine & dines, prayer trees etc, and good Combined Community meeting

· -  Good presentations at the meetings – many of the coordinators have used topics and ideas from the CCC meeting presentations at their own meetings.

· -  Mass talks & Wine & Dines have been very successful in getting couples on to the weekends.  3 couples workshopped talks so far and another being workshopped this week

· -  Very good WMD Dinner Dance

· -  Working together as a group

· Challenges
· -  Hard to develop intimacy amongst members when we meet only quarterly and membership turnover

· -  Meetings too long

· -  Babysitting issues for meetings

· -  Attendance at the meetings has waned

· -  Need coordinators to send a substitute if they can’t make it – could be good training for future replacements???
· -  Need more Inviting activities – New Inviting Pillar Couple needed

· -  

The great community search continues…..
[image: image1.emf] 

[image: image2.wmf] In the past few months we have featured stellar WWME communities from across the USA in eMatrimony.  The articles were so inspiring, we have decided to continue our search and select more outstanding communities to recognize.  If you have a community (either an area community or a sharing group community) that you believe exemplifies the qualities below,  please nominate them in a one or two page article highlighting the strengths of the group. Include examples of recent activities,   the name of a contact couple, and an email address where they can be reached. The article should include pictures from community events and should be submitted to Jose & Marilyn Garcia, jegarcia@austin.rr.com. The winning groups will be featured in eMatrimony and will receive a special commendation from our national executive team.  The purpose of this search is both to affirm great communities, and to identify sources of inspiration and guidance for struggling communities.
Qualities

An exemplary community exhibits a spirit of joy and interdependence.

The members are passionate about the mission and about living the WWME lifestyle.

The community supports the Weekend and has a plan for Inviting in their area.

There are many strong and inspirational leaders.

There is a structure to the community with regular communication between the parts.

Hurts and disagreements are handled in an atmosphere of risk and trust.

The organization provides for follow-up after the Weekend including yearly enrichments.

There is a family-friendly atmosphere with some events planned to include children.

The community is committed to the Church.

The community should have sharing groups that:



Are committed to dialogue



Support the Weekend



Actively invite couples, priests and religious to the Weekends and Experiences



Have excited and dedicated prayer couples



Are open to receiving new members 



Actively welcome couples, priests and religious to their group



Support the parishes in their area



Have regular meetings with presentation, dialog and sharing



Are open to accepting leadership responsibilities 

Regularly re-evaluate to accommodate members

Are open to receiving formation on the values and the mission of WWME

            Are FAMIS:
Have Fun  

Are Accountable to one another 

Embrace the Mission  

Foster Intimacy by supporting dialogue and sharing of feelings

Include Spirituality & prayer in each meeting













WWME Mission Statement

Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s Mission of renewal in the church and change in the world is to assist couples and priests to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by providing them with a Catholic “experience” and ongoing community support for such a lifestyle.
	
Community Mission Statement 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Community’s mission is to support and encourage encountered couples and priests to live fully intimate, responsible relationships and assisting the Worldwide Marriage Encounter movement in renewal in the Church and change in the world. Community is a monthly gathering that provides support of sacramental spirituality through presentations, dialogue, prayer, journeying with others with similar values and reevaluation. Community provides enthusiastic support for the Weekend by being focused on the values and purpose of Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Through Community we hear and act on the final instruction: “Go forth to Love & Serve”


















