Minutes of the May 4, 2008 CCC meeting


In attendance were St. Isidores (subs), Bolingbrook 2(subs), Joliet 1 & Joliet 2, Western Dupage, Eastern Dupage, New Lenox/Kankakee and Lisle/Nap./Woodridge(subs).  Absent were NE Dupage, Plainfield and Bolingbrook 1.  The Inviting Coordinators were also in attendance.

We began with a brief scripture reading and reflection on how we are being called to make disciples of all men (invite) and teach them our Lord’s commandments (Love one another).  The 10/10 was “How have I been doing in my inviting efforts and HDIFAT”.  The sharing question was “How do I feel about my communities inviting efforts lately”, with emphasis on the feeling part.  The sharing was very good.  (an electronic copy of the WWME and Community mission statements are at the end)


Attendance at Community meetings last month was reviewed:
Community



#couples at last meeting
# new couples lately
Eastern Dupage



6



0
L/N/W





6   (avg is 10)


0
Bolingbrook 1




4



0
Bolingbrook 2




7



1
Joliet 1





8  



1
Joliet 2





8 



1
New Lenox/Kankakee



5



1
Plainfield




6



1
Western Dupage



7  



1
St. Isidores




13



3
ANNUAL REVIEW

A review of the successes and challenges of our communities and council is found towards the end of these minutes.  It was a very fruitful discussion.

2009 WORLD MARRIAGE DAY DINNER DANCE

Lisle/Naperville/Woodridge has agreed to host the dinner dance for Feb. 2008.  THANK YOU L/N/W for stepping up!!!

PICNIC AT McCULLEM PARK, DOWNERS GROVE, AUG 24TH 2 – 6PM


Everyone should bring a side dish or dessert to pass and your own meat to grill.  You should also bring your own beverages or beverages to share.  NO ALCOHOL IS PERMITTED IN THE PARK.  Charcoal for grilling and paper plates/napkins will be provided.


Activity chairs so far are:

Bocce: 


Eastern Dupage

Bean Bag Toss

L/N/W

Egg or water balloon toss
New Lenox/Kankakee  AND  Plainfield
Bingo



Western Dupage

Childrens’ games

? L/N/W Sweeny’s??  (Cathy Gorski volunteers to paint faces again)

We would like to see Shuffle Board in there.  Perhaps St. Isidore’s can organize that?  Supplies are available at the park.
Joliet 1 & 2 informed us that they (coordinators) will both be out of town, but they will promote it in their communities.
NEXT CCC MEETING

It was approved to move the next meeting to Sept. 7th due to conflicts in August.  Bolingbrook 2 will still host and will notify us where it will be held.

SECTION 7 ENRICHMENT EVENT

It was confirmed that the enrichment dates are Oct. 4/5.  Fr. Tom Griffith will lead the Enrichment entitled “Earthen Vessels”.  John and Betty Schuch and (we think) Pat and Terri O’Hara are doing some of the talks.  It will be in the Naperville area somewhere.  More info coming soon.  Please tell your members to reserve the dates.  Housing will be needed since it is a two day event.  Please ask them to put housing on their calendars as well.

COMBINED COMMUNITY MEETING

It was determined that July was a bad month, since most communities have poor attendance over the summer due to vacations, etc.  The group voted to hold the next Combined meeting in January, 2009.  It will serve as a good date to promote the WMD Dinner Dance as well.  A date and location TBD by the next meeting (hopefully)

JUNE WEEKEND HOSTING
Eastern Dupage volunteered to help Western set up for the weekend.  Maybe Western can return the favor when Eastern hosts in Dec.  We were pleased to see the cooperation between communities.

NEW ON-LINE RESERVATION SYSTEM
The new on-line reservation system was reviewed in brief.  We confirmed that ALL Community Coordinator names have been given authorization to the webmasters of the Rockford/Madison site that is now taking all reservations for Northern Illinois and Wisconsin (Joliet Area, Chicago/NW Indiana Area, and Rockford/Mad./Milw. Area).  To register your names and password you should go to www.alifetimeoflove.org and go to the bottom of the home page and click on “admin”.  It will then ask you for your names and passwords.  It also has a place to register your passwords.  Select “register” and you then have to fill out the form and the webmasters will get back to you in a day or two after they verify you have authorization.  After that they will send you your password and you can enter the site and look at the reservations at any time.  It may take you a little experimentation to navigate the data.
SECTION 6 & 7 CONVENTION 2009
Dan and Cheryl Montgomery have been contacted to plan the liturgy for the 2009 convention.  They told us it will be held in South Bend, Indiana.  

SWEETEST DAY DANCE

Bolingbrook 2 will once again host a Sweetest Day Dance that will be an inviting activity on Saturday, Oct. 18th.

WINE AND DINES
Some Communities are planning Wine and Dine Activities.  New Lenox/Kankakee are hosting one on June 21.  St. Isidores and L/N/W will both have one on Sept. 13th.  Please let us know if you need help at these events and we’ll drum up support.  (L/N/W will most likely need help)

**Note:  These Inviting Events have been put on the calendar of events on the webpage and will be promoted through the Joliet Webpage if you provide us with flyers, etc.

REMINDER:
Our WEBSITE ADDRESS IS www.wwmejoliet.org .  Encourage your members to visit this site for information frequently.

Successes and Challenges for our Communities and Council, May, 2008


Communities
Some good things that some of the communities are doing:

· Consistent meetings & stick to format

· Getting people to sign up to present and host

· Communication better (newsletter)

· Relationship building (love circles in some communities, fun activities in others)

· Supporting one another in community
· Involvement in the parish – M.E. couples becoming “go to” people in the parish
· Presentations good (from the heart) and sharing good

· Reviewing & sticking to rules for sharing

· Turning over leadership

· St. Isidores did a nomination process L/N/W has done in the past of everyone nominating a couple, sharing comments on their strong qualities that would make them good for the job, then asking them to discern if they would like the job.

· Bolingbrook 2 leadership approached several people in their community and told them they thought they would be good for certain positions and told them the number of years commitment that position would have (2-3 years).  The positions they listed were: Community Coordinators, Prayer Couple Coordinators, Weekend Hosting Coordinators, Inviting Coordinators, Social Coordinators.  The Bastas will keep the job of Communication Coordinators.  They were supposed to be contacted if the couple didn’t want the job.  Since no-one called them, they were all “commissioned” at the next meeting.  Way to go Don and Sue Basta!
· Brainstorming meetings, to see how they might do things better as a community

Being willing to change and accept new ideas

· Solid relationships beyond M.E.

Some challenges that some of our Communities need to work on:

· Getting prayer couples to sign up

· Getting couples to attend a Community meeting after a weekend

· Getting people to step up & take leadership roles

· Lack of commitment

· Lack of inviting activities - Better and more of them.
We will be trying to address all four of these issues in subsequent CCC meetings.

The Council

Some Positive things the council has done recently

· Communication is good (website)

· News coming better from the top down (how the weekend is doing)

· We had a dinner dance this year

· Combined Community meeting

· Meetings are organized, short, professional, well attended and good level of participation

· Great idea sharing

· Good source of materials for presentations for community

· Social time for relationship building

Some Challenges that the Council needs to work on:

· How to resolve some problems (i.e. getting couples to attend a meeting keeps coming up)

· Possibly list concrete actions to take

· News on how other areas are doing should be shared

· Suggest changes in the Community talks on the weekend.  Push being open and apostolic on the weekend again
· Look into Bridging into community.  Finding more ways to get them to come to community.
WWME Mission Statement

Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s Mission of renewal in the church and change in the world is to assist couples and priests to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by providing them with a Catholic “experience” and ongoing community support for such a lifestyle.
	
Community Mission Statement 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Community’s mission is to support and encourage encountered couples and priests to live fully intimate, responsible relationships and assisting the Worldwide Marriage Encounter movement in renewal in the Church and change in the world. Community is a monthly gathering that provides support of sacramental spirituality through presentations, dialogue, prayer, journeying with others with similar values and reevaluation. Community provides enthusiastic support for the Weekend by being focused on the values and purpose of Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Through Community we hear and act on the final instruction: “Go forth to Love & Serve”



