Minutes of the Nov. 16, 2008 CCC meeting


In attendance were St. Isidores , Bolingbrook 1, Bolingbrook 2, Joliet 1, Joliet 2, Western Dupage, Eastern Dupage, and Lisle/Nap./Woodridge.  Absent were NE Dupage, New Lenox/Kankakee and Plainfield.  The Prayer Couple Coodinators, the Financial Couple and Execs for Joliet were also in attendance.


Attendance at Community meetings last month was reviewed:
Community

#couples report. Aug.

#couples report. Oct or Nov.
# new couples lately
Eastern Dupage

8



7



?
L/N/W



8   



6



?
Bolingbrook 1


4



4



?
Bolingbrook 2


5



7 + 1 priest


?
Joliet 1



6  



5



?
Joliet 2



6 



4



?
New Lenox/Kankakee

5



6



?
Plainfield


4 (avg is 6)


5



?
Western Dupage

4 (avg 6)


5



?
St. Isidores


10



10



?
PRESENTATION

Phil and Cathy gave a presentation on Prayer Couples.  We recounted our first weekend and what it felt like when our couple prayed for us and greeted us and also shared a little on experiences we had being prayer couples.  The dialogue question was “What do I remember about our first prayer couple (from our first weekend) and HDTMMF?”  the sharing question was share one of the most memorable experiences you had as a prayer couple. 

DISCUSSION ON PRAYER COUPLES
   
Everyone in the group has been a prayer couple, even the couple that was Encountered only a year ago has been a prayer couple twice.  

   -  4 out of 7 Communities present have a dedicated prayer couple coordinator.  It is very advantageous to have a separate couple to do this job.  It was suggested that a job description from the handbook be shared with the community members and share with everyone that it is not a difficult job.  It takes a little time once a month to make some phone calls.  

   - Some communities have couples sign up in advance for known weekends.  That way some couples are always “on call” to be prayer couples for a given weekend.

   - Finding prayer couples for Joliet couples on the Rockford/ Madison/ Milwaukee area is more difficult and likely to become more frequent.  It is something to bring up at a meeting that this is something everyone needs to address, especially because of the distance and the need to bring food when going to Rockford.  If a prayer couple just cannot great at those distant weekends they often have couples local to the areas that will stand in for you as long as you provide a prayer letter.

   - Some discussion was made on the need to give a refresher course on what is expected as a prayer couple.  Dan and Mary Withrow, Prayer Couple Coordinators for Joliet handed out materials for that purpose.  We will try to get an electronic version of those to post on the website.

   -  One of the most critical jobs of a P.C. is to get the couple to try Community.  Prayer Couples need to be persistent in asking them to try it.  The Walters had to be asked 4 times before they finally gave it a try.  Sometimes multiple contacts such as calls, letters and emails may work.  The suggestion is also to talk about giving it a try for 3 months.  If it still doesn’t fit, then suggest giving a different Community a try for another 3 months.  Also, if the day of the week that your Community meets does not suit their schedule help them find another Community to try.  Days that each community meets are listed on the website.  Also, it was suggested that many new couples may not feel worthy to come to Community because they are not dialoguing often or feel they may not be doing it “right”.  P.C.s should tell them to come anyway and ease their concerns about this matter.  They also may not feel worthy because they are not ready to present or cannot host a meeting.  Assure them they only need to bring a snack.  They don’t need to share and they don’t need to sign up to do any jobs.  They might like to help out by being a P.C. themselves!

   - We talked about the importance of being very welcoming to new couples.  Often we may desire to visit with established Community members and forget to be welcoming towards new couples.

   - The importance of the Reunion was touched upon.  About 25% of couples on a weekend attend a reunion.  This is less threatening because they have gotten to know the other couples on their weekend.  If the P.C. can make that meeting with them they may be able to bridge them into their community more easily because they get to know them under less threatening situations.

   - Selection of P.C.’s important.  There may be some value in trying to match up couples from the same town or same parish or with someone who served them at a wine and dine.  If there are more opportunities to run into your couple you might get the know them and be better able to encourage them to continue on the journey.  Also, asking couples who have not attended a meeting in a while may be a way to encourage them to return to community meetings since they will have to bring their couple to community.  Also greeting after a weekend may renew their spirit to come back to Community

IDEA TO BRING COUPLES BACK TO COMMUNITY
Eastern Dupage shared an idea that they used to invite couples who haven’t been at a meeting in some time to come back.  They first sent an email out to invite everyone to come to the November meeting or the December Christmas party.  They then split the contact list amongst couples at the October meeting to call everyone and invite them on person.  They got 2 couples to come to the Nov. meeting that way and they expect a few more to come back to the Christmas party, where children are invited as well, so couples wouldn’t need a babysitter.

INVITING CHALLENGE
   
It was requested that the point system for the challenge and instructions be posted on the website.  This has been done.  It has also been requested that the coordinators get more feed back on the points they have accumulated.  We will request more feedback from the DePaolo’s.
   
The Sweetest Day event held by Bolingbrook 2 in October was very successful.  About 60 couples attended – double last year’s attendance.  They charged $20 per couple and broke even on the event.  They had teens help with the set up and clean up for service hours.
   -  L/N/W will have a wine and dine event on Sat. Nov. 22.  A little more help would be nice.  Please email at sbonucchi@hotmail.com 
   -  St. Isidores in planning a wine and dine event in Jan.
   - Bolingbrook 2 is planning a wine and dine at St. Francis in February.

COMBINED COMMUNITY MEETING

The date for the Combined Community meeting has been set for Sun.., Jan 11th from 1-5pm.  Please reserve this date as your January meeting date.  We will host the meeting at St. Scholastica at 7800 Janes Ave., Woodridge, IL.  We will also look into providing babysitting for this meeting and will provide further info in coming weeks..


2009 WORLD MARRIAGE DAY DINNER DANCE

Lisle/Naperville/Woodridge has agreed to host the dinner dance for Feb. 2008.  They have reserved Seven Bridges Golf Course on Valentine’s Day (2/14) as the site for WMD.  (NOTE:  NOT the Signature Room!)  A new couple in the community is also a DJ and he will be providing the entertainment.  The cost is projected to be $65 per couple with a cash bar.  We have a minimum requirement of 75 couples to meet, but feel this is obtainable, especially since it is actually VDay and we have lots of time to promote it.  It was recommended to promote it on COD radio and Relevant Radio.  Rock/Mad/Milw area will promote it on their website and we can use it as an inviting tool also.    Please ask your couples at your next meeting how many plan on attending and report to Jen and Joe Bugajsky at jbugajsky@comcast.net   Flyer is on the website.

NEWS FROM THE LAST SECTION MEETING (MARK BONUCCHI)
-  New Inviting flyers were passed out with the 3 candle design.  A template to print the bottom will be made available on the website soon.
-  A new website is available to purchase more ME items:  wwme.promoshop.com  We will link it from the website by the end of the month
-  They are looking for pictures of couples for the 2010 calendar.  Please submit digital photos (preferably in jpeg to: jegarcia@autin.rr.com 



















SECTION 6 & 7 CONVENTION 2009

The next local convention will be held at Notre Dame University, Indiana July 10-12, 2009.  Website is up and running and can be linked from the Joliet website.  Start promoting it now and plan a road trip together.

RESERVATION COUPLE URGENTLY NEEDED
The current reservation couple will be stepping down after the December weekend.  They have been asking to be relieved for over a year.  Please submit nominations to Bonucchi’s for this position.  The Leonards will give a lot of help to the new couple taking over for them.  Skills needed for the position include basic computer skills and phone skills (a lot of follow up calls are required).  Please also pray for God to call forth the right couple for this job.  Possibly Darlene and Jerry Huston of the Joliet 1 Community may take the position.  Will keep you posted



2009 CALENDARS
Calendars were distributed to community coordinators for sale to their members at $10 each.  Money should be returned either to the Bonucchi’s or brought to the next CCC meeting.  The funds from this sale is a fund raiser for WWME.  Please remember to offer them at each meeting then collect the money and turn it in to Ray and Jan Walters (info listed on Administration Board page of the website)
NEXT CCC MEETING

The next CCC meeting will be held on Sunday, Feb. 1 at St. Joan of Arc, Lisle

CCC DATES FOR 2009 – PUT THEM ON YOUR CALENDAR
Sun., Feb. 1
Sun., May 3
Sun., Aug. 23

Sun. Nov. 22
Check the website www.wwmejoliet.org for answers to all your WWME questions 
including a calendar of events












WWME Mission Statement

Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s Mission of renewal in the church and change in the world is to assist couples and priests to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by providing them with a Catholic “experience” and ongoing community support for such a lifestyle.
	
Community Mission Statement 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Community’s mission is to support and encourage encountered couples and priests to live fully intimate, responsible relationships and assisting the Worldwide Marriage Encounter movement in renewal in the Church and change in the world. Community is a monthly gathering that provides support of sacramental spirituality through presentations, dialogue, prayer, journeying with others with similar values and reevaluation. Community provides enthusiastic support for the Weekend by being focused on the values and purpose of Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Through Community we hear and act on the final instruction: “Go forth to Love & Serve”



