Minutes of the Nov. 22, 2009 CCC meeting


In attendance were St. Isidores , Bolingbrook, Joliet 1, Western Dupage, Eastern Dupage, Lisle/Nap./Woodridge, NewLenox/Kankakee and Plainfield (represented by the Withrows – Prayer Couple Coordinators) .  Absent was Joliet 2.



Attendance at Community meetings last month was reviewed: 
Community

#couples . June-Aug.

#couples Oct/Nov..
# new couples lately
Eastern Dupage

5



6



0
L/N/W



8



6 (avg)



1

Bolingbrook


5



5.5



1
Joliet 1



5  



5(avg)



0
Joliet 2



6 



6



0
New Lenox/Kankakee

?



8



1
Plainfield


?



4



1
Western Dupage

5



3.5



0
St. Isidores


11



13



2
INTERESTING NOTES ABOUT ATTENDANCE:

Bolingbrook shared that their 1/2 couple is a widow who has been coming for several months.  She has been a widow for several years but still comes.  She will write to her husband (deceased) during the 10/10 and then share, often about what she would like to have in her life, or what is going on in her life now, or perhaps what her relationship had been about.  We found it interesting that they were so welcoming to a widow.

Eastern and Western Dupage will once again be combining for their Christmas parties.  We are please to see them interact in this way.
PRESENTATION
Phil and Cathy read the Stellar Community nomination they wrote for the Joliet Area.  This letter will be posted on the website.  The 10/10 was “In thinking about the things that make your community special – how does that make you feel?”.   The Sharing Question was “Share with us one thing that you like most about your community that is special, and how that makes you feel”.  

STELLAR COMMUNITY NOMINATIONS

All communities are asked to write up a nomination about their community using the attached guideline.  Communities should not be dissuaded because they don’t have every characteristic.  Each community has something that makes it special.  We think all of our communities shine and we’d like to hear about your community.  Each nomination will be posted on the website with the one for Joliet.  At the Combined Community meeting in January we will read a portion of each nomination.  Please submit your nomination to us by the first week of January (By Jan 10) WITH A PHOTO IF WE DO NOT ALREADY HAVE ONE
GOOD IDEAS
A good idea was shared by Plainfield (Withrows).  It was the favorite special thing about their community.  They shared that their community encourages members to bring their children to meetings.  One or two sitters are hired (depending on the number of children that will be present).  The children and sitters are kept in the basement of the hosting house.  A free will donation is collected from attendees to cover the expense of the sitters.  This has enabled some new members with young children to attend who otherwise could not do so.  This may be a way to encourage new membership (especially amongst older communities) and would be a method of being more family friendly.


WORLD MARRIAGE DAY
The World Marriage Day Dinner Dance is being hosted by Eastern Dupage and New Lenox/Kankakee in 2010.  It will be held Sat., Feb. 13th from 6 – 11pm at the Seven Bridges Golf Club, One Mulligan Dr., Woodridge, IL .  Cost is $65 per couple with either cash bar or $5 corking fee per bottle of wine that you bring.  Flyer is attached and can be found on the website.

Coordinators are asked to poll all of their members and determine who has said will attend, or who might attend.  These names can be forwarded to the Gaiers at grateful8@sbcglobal.net who will check them against names of those sending in payments.  Any couples that expressed an interest but do not send in money can then be followed up on.  Please ask your members to suggest that the event can be used as an inviting tool also.  Please promote in parishes.
Other World Marriage Day activities are also being promoted.  Some ideas were to 
      
- attend mass as a community and have the group recognized at mass.  
· have the longest married couple at mass recognized at masses

· have a “reception” party after masses to celebrate marriages

· run an ad in a local paper promoting the benefits of marriage

· see this website (also linked from the Joliet web site) http://wmd.wwme.org for more ideas
INVITING .
Please report your upcoming Inviting Events to us
No Inviting events are currently planned for the next few months.  While we understand that the holidays are coming and it is unlikely that this would be a good time to plan them, please look ahead and begin to consider what you will do to Inviting in early 2010.  Each Community should try to plan one event each quarter.
It is suggested that all communities should have a couple dedicated to planning and setting up inviting events.  If you cannot get a couple to step up to the full position, as if a couple is willing to try to get one inviting event organized: one mass talk, one wine and dine, etc.

INVITING PILLAR NEEDED

Joliet is still in need of an Inviting Pillar.  If you can think of someone to nominate, please contact us, or Bonucchi’s.  Responsibilities are to attend one Section meeting per year and encourage Inviting events in the Area Communities.  Generally the responsibilities are to encourage the activity.  Also would be responsible to get bulletin announcements out to the parishes.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT IN THE PARISHES
The Bonucchi’s have the rights to publicly show the FIREPROOF movie for one year.  There is also a Marriage Enrichment program tied to the movie that comes with a DVD of clips from the film and a workbook for a six week, or six session program.  There is group sharing with this program.  Events take about 90 minutes each.  Materials can be purchased at Christian Book Distributors on line at www.Christianbook.com .  There is a Leaders Kit and Participant guides.  The movie can be borrowed from the Bonucchi’s for public viewing.  Cost is about $10 per book (you can get away with one per couple)
We should try to show this movie as often as possible until the rights are up in the spring of 2010.
Parish Marriage Enrichment currently going on:  Fireproof in progress at St. Joan of Arc, and will be starting in Jan. at St. Daniels.  Our Lady of Mercy (Aurora) will be starting 10 Great Dates.
The Inter-parish Marriage Enrichment Team is organizing “Theology of the Body: Creating a Joy Filled Marriage” on March 20, 2010 – a half day conference for all married couples in the Diocese.  Cost $30 per couple.  Will be held at North Central College in Naperville.  Details on the website.



















COMBINED COMMUNITY MEETING

The next Combined Community meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan. 24 at St. Isidores.  All communities are asked to make this their January meeting.  Please let us know if your community will NOT be participating.  We are planning on 100% participation.  Think of it as one month that you don’t have to host or present.  St. Isidores is easily accessable from I355 on Army Trail Road.  Details on the website.
NORTH AMERICAN CONVENTION June 25-27, Atlantic City, NJ


We have encouraged Community Coordinators to attend the convention and encourage their members to attend.  It is a very valuable tool to build intimacy among members and re-invigorate your community.  Coordinators should be good role models and sign up early!  There is a train that goes right into the building that is hosting the convention.  Perhaps we can get a “Love Train” going for a group to travel together.  There are a lot of things to see along the Atlantic Seaboard, as well as Philadelphia.  Day care will be available on a very limited basis.  Those interested should sign up asap.  Very few things can inspire couples to the mission of WWME than a convention.  This is a special event that all should try to attend.
Members of Joliet 1 and Bolingbrook are already planning on attending.

WEEKEND HOSTING ASSIGNMENTS
Those in attendance signed up for Weekend Hosting duties in 2010.  The assignments are:

Feb. 19-21 

New Lenox/Kankakee
April 16-18

Bolingbrook & Plainfield
June 4-6

Lisle/Naperville/Woodridge
Sept. 10-12

St. Isidores

Oct. 22-24

Joliet 1 & Joliet 2

Dec. 3-5

Western Dupuage & Eastern Dupage

These assignments are also on the webpage under Calendar of Events.
Please be sure to mark your weekend on the calendar and be prepared to have as many members available to help as possible.

USCCB PASTORAL LETTER ON MARRIAGE
In early November the USCCB passed a Pastoral Letter that is intended to be the definitive resource for people in ministries dealing with marriage.  This is a 60 page document.  An overview of the Letter as well as the entire text are linked from the “Already Encountered” page of the website.  It is worth a quick peak, especially the overview.  Please see the website for further info.

NEXT CCC MEETING

The next CCC meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan. 31, possibly at St. Joan of Arc, Lisle

Check the website www.wwmejoliet.org for answers to all your WWME questions 
including a calendar of events
The great community search continues…..
[image: image1.emf] 

[image: image2.wmf] In the past few months we have featured stellar WWME communities from across the USA in eMatrimony.  The articles were so inspiring, we have decided to continue our search and select more outstanding communities to recognize.  If you have a community (either an area community or a sharing group community) that you believe exemplifies the qualities below,  please nominate them in a one or two page article highlighting the strengths of the group. Include examples of recent activities,   the name of a contact couple, and an email address where they can be reached. The article should include pictures from community events and should be submitted to Jose & Marilyn Garcia, jegarcia@austin.rr.com. The winning groups will be featured in eMatrimony and will receive a special commendation from our national executive team.  The purpose of this search is both to affirm great communities, and to identify sources of inspiration and guidance for struggling communities.
Qualities

An exemplary community exhibits a spirit of joy and interdependence.

The members are passionate about the mission and about living the WWME lifestyle.

The community supports the Weekend and has a plan for Inviting in their area.

There are many strong and inspirational leaders.

There is a structure to the community with regular communication between the parts.

Hurts and disagreements are handled in an atmosphere of risk and trust.

The organization provides for follow-up after the Weekend including yearly enrichments.

There is a family-friendly atmosphere with some events planned to include children.

The community is committed to the Church.

The community should have sharing groups that:



Are committed to dialogue



Support the Weekend



Actively invite couples, priests and religious to the Weekends and Experiences



Have excited and dedicated prayer couples



Are open to receiving new members 



Actively welcome couples, priests and religious to their group



Support the parishes in their area



Have regular meetings with presentation, dialog and sharing



Are open to accepting leadership responsibilities 

Regularly re-evaluate to accommodate members

Are open to receiving formation on the values and the mission of WWME

            Are FAMIS:
Have Fun  

Are Accountable to one another 

Embrace the Mission  

Foster Intimacy by supporting dialogue and sharing of feelings

Include Spirituality & prayer in each meeting













WWME Mission Statement

Worldwide Marriage Encounter’s Mission of renewal in the church and change in the world is to assist couples and priests to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by providing them with a Catholic “experience” and ongoing community support for such a lifestyle.
	
Community Mission Statement 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Community’s mission is to support and encourage encountered couples and priests to live fully intimate, responsible relationships and assisting the Worldwide Marriage Encounter movement in renewal in the Church and change in the world. Community is a monthly gathering that provides support of sacramental spirituality through presentations, dialogue, prayer, journeying with others with similar values and reevaluation. Community provides enthusiastic support for the Weekend by being focused on the values and purpose of Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  Through Community we hear and act on the final instruction: “Go forth to Love & Serve”


















